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OF PCLITI Cl ANS AND STATESMEN...
By Paul Lanbrecht

So here’'s ny crack at political punditry. Just an
i mredi ate gratification check-up fromthe neck-up on the
di smal state of our country’s political discourse.

Political sniping and blasting and such has becone a
short-cut to independent thought in a discussion which has
cone to represent for all of us interconnected
intravenously fed nedia-drip coma patients, all of our
hopes and dreans for our country, its people, the people of
the world, and now the fucking whole planet itself.

As if all of this destiny was at our fingertips. |If

only.
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Yet we assune by fraggi ng and assassinating the
character of our political opponents, the best will happen,
but if those venal inconpetent charl atans shoul d happen to
win, well then the whole world will fall apart.

As the argunent has becone so nonolithic and enotiona
that considering the other side is tantanmount to personal
defeat, | think the equation has to be m ssing sonet hing.
Sonet hing we’ ve | ost about what it neant to be human before
we all got so plugged in to each other’s nediated alter-
€gos.

People would |i ke to express thensel ves, as el oquently
as possible. But don't over-prom se and under-deliver,
politicians. W’re not stupid.

Don't scare us with the world about to wither and die.
It’s peopl e who woul d need saving, not Earth herself, and
one wonders what and who's worth keeping, just the people
who happen to be right, and screw the people who are wong?
That’s as silly as any other aspect of the debate.

So who is right? As usual, it’s nobody. There's
not hi ng sacred about a columist, public intellectual or
career politician spouting off to earn their paycheck. Qur
syst em wor ks because how we define ourselves gets pitted
agai nst a nanel ess adversary, often within the very city

wal | s.
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No wonder everyone’s pissed off at one another. All
one has tinme for in life are blanket conplinents and
condemmations. And on these fault-lines in the society,
all types of weaselly pundits, radio personalities, op/ed
witers, and attorneys burrow in.

If I were better read on Enlightennent phil osophers, |
m ght clanor for an independent intellectual aristocracy.
But these dinosaurs woul d be outshone by the nodern
Anmeri can nedi a huckster.

If anything the |ast eight years shows us it’s that
this country will get the President it deserves. As high-
soundi ng and all-inportant an office it may be, it wll
still be occupied by a nortal and platitudinous man. It is
their skills as a human which will allow themto portion
out deceitful and honogenous authority, the hope sonmewhere
contained that the end results are wse, and ultimtely

beneficial for all people.

END.



